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Vocabulary Legal English 500 

 

International Legal English Course (Intensive) 

Online Couse Outline 

Timeline: 12 weeks 

Weekly Schedule 

• 2 hours live class on Monday 18:00 – 20:00 

• 1-hour weekly Q&A Sessions on Wednesday 18:00 – 19:00 

• 6 hours weekly Translegal Platform material  

 

The course is based on the Translegal online courses platform 

https://www.translegal.com, precisely the International Legal English course (grounded 

on the Cambridge book used as the basis for the ILEC Legal Exam) and Vocabulary Legal 

English 500. 

 

Only through the Colegio de Abogados Campus Virtual will the students access the 

academic material from Translegal. All the forums, discussion threads, live classes, 

communications and homework will occur at the Campus Virtual. 

 

About TransLegal 

Founded in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1989, TransLegal has become the world leader in Legal 

English. In addition to translating and proofreading legal documents, our in-house staff 

of lawyer-linguists provides a wide range of products and services to the international 

legal community, including the World Law Dictionary, a partnership between TransLegal 

and over a dozen leading law faculties worldwide. 

 

TransLegal also provides Legal English testing, online Legal English courses and 

resources, live seminars and training. Every year, TransLegal’s products and services help 

tens of thousands of legal professionals worldwide improve their Legal English. 

https://www.translegal.com/
https://www.translegal.com/
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TransLegal recently launched the World Law Dictionary project, a partnership between 

TransLegal and leading law faculties worldwide. The final product will be an online law 

dictionary that allows users to search in at least 20 languages for English translations of 

legal terms in their languages. The English law terms which are provided as translations 

will be linked to TransLegal’s extensive and ever-growing database of English language 

materials, providing for each term sound files for pronunciation, usage notes, example 

sentences and language exercises and videos, thus making the World Law Dictionary a 

unique and robust legal language tool. 

TransLegal’s partnerships with leading British and American universities , such as the 

Boston University School of Law, the University of Cambridge, and Cambridge University 

Press, have led to the creation of extensive English language testing and teaching 

materials that legal professionals around the globe use. This includes two bestselling 

coursebooks in legal English published by Cambridge University Press: International Legal 

English and Introduction to International Legal English and International Legal English 

China Edition. In partnership with Cambridge University Press and Boston University, 

TransLegal launched PLEAD – the Program for Legal English Academic Development. 

TransLegal’s courses and coursebooks have become the world standard for Legal English 

and are used by universities, language schools, bar associations and law firms in over 100 

countries. 

Course Outline 

 

International Legal English is an intermediate-level course for law students or newly 

qualified lawyers who must use English in their legal work or studies. The course prepares 

learners for using English in a commercial law environment. Using authentic legal texts 

and case studies supplied by TransLegal, Europe's leading firm of lawyer-linguists, the 

course develops an understanding of the law and consolidates language skills. Featuring 
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both academic and professional contexts, International Legal English is an ideal starting 

point for preparing for the Cambridge ILEC examination. 

 

Vocabulary Legal English 500 focuses on the critical vocabulary of commercial law and 

includes over 500 essential terms. The course also consists of some work in other fields 

of law, such as criminal law and constitutional law. 

 

Legal English Vocabulary  

Week 1 – 2 - 3 

Vocabulary Legal English 500 aims to provide the student with the necessary lexicon to 

grasp the Legal English curriculum. 

 

1. Sources of Law 

2. Rights & Obligations 

3. Legal Standards 

4. Interpreting the Law 

5. Applicability 

6. Permitted & Prohibited 

7. Limits 

8. Acts & Omissions 

9. The Parties 

10. Evidence 

11. Advising the Client 

12. The Deal 

13. The Claim 

14. Legal Procedure 

15. Pleading the Case 

16. Decisions 
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17. Enforcing the Law 

18. Time and the Law 

19. Money and the Law 

20. Final Examination 

 

A career in law 

Week 4 

The study of law differs from country to country, but most law degree programmes 

include core (compulsory) subjects that all students must take. Which core courses are 

typical in your country? How long does it take to complete a law degree? What career 

options are available for law graduates? 

 

A law degree can open up a wealth of career options. We will see how law firms encourage 

students to do their best through incentives such as graduate recruitment programmes. 

We will also look at some essential language skills for giving presentations and writing 

summaries. 

 

During this module, students will learn some of the basic vocabulary related to the study 

of law. Students will also work on comparative and superlative forms and engage in 

several interactive online tasks to consolidate their learning. The communicative 

classroom tasks focus on speaking and writing skills for A career in law. 

 

To-Do List 

 

Complete Unit 1 of the TransLegal Course. Additionally, please do the following: 

 

Class: Attend class and participate in communicative activities. The focus of this Module 

is on speaking and writing skills. 
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Discuss: Join your classmates in a Group Discussion on the Campus Virtual on the role of 

Legal English in my studies and future career. 

Assignment: Write an informal email and post it on the Campus Virtual. 

 

Week 2: Contract law    

Week 5 - 6 

 

This module covers the primary language of contract law and tort law. The materials 

range from excerpts from university lectures to complete contracts. This will prepare the 

ground for next week's work, focusing on a typical contract law case.  

 

This module covers the language of contract law in practice. We will look at aspects of 

conducting a lawyer-client interview and how to draft a letter of advice in the context of 

a typical contract law case. 

  

To-Do List 

 

Complete Unit 2 and Unit 3. Additionally, please do the following: 

 

Class: Attend class and participate in communicative activities. The focus of this Module 

is on speaking and writing skills. 

Discuss: Join your classmates in a group discussion on the role of legal English in my 

studies and future career. 

Assignment: Download, read and review the contract provided by the professor, and be 

ready to comment in class. 

 

Assignment  



 
International Legal English (Cambridge ILEC Legal Exam) 

Vocabulary Legal English 500 

We will work on our negotiation skills during this module and complete a assignment.   

Download the assignment. This will involve: 

• analysing a set of facts for the legal issues 

• working out an initial negotiating position based on several legal texts 

• working with a colleague to develop a common strategy 

• negotiating with the other side in an attempt to reach an out-of-court settlement 

• presenting the terms of that settlement to the group 

• drafting an email of advice to your client 

  

Week 3: Criminal law  

Week 7 

 

This module covers the language of the study of criminal law. We will look at different 

crimes and punishments, focusing on business crimes and the language of criminal law 

practice. We will look at several crimes, focusing on identity theft and crimes relating to 

business and finance. 

 

To-Do List 

 

Complete Unit 4. Additionally, please do the following: 

 

Class: Attend class and participate in the activities.  

Discuss: Join your classmates in a Group Discussion on whether a law clinic could be 

established in the Colegio de Abogados.  

Self-study: Go to news.bbc.co.uk and find details about a current news story concerning 

a business crime. Be ready to discuss this in class. 

Discuss: Join your classmates in a Group Discussion on What can be done to prevent 

insider trading and other market abuses from occurring. 
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Assignment #1: write a letter of advice regarding insider trading to a client 

 

Go to news.bbc.co.uk and find details about a news story concerning an area of company 

law currently being prosecuted. Be ready to discuss this in class. 

 

Company Law and Commercial Law 

Week 8 - 9 

This module covers the language of the practice of company law and intellectual property 

law. During class, we will complete several tasks in the area of Intellectual Property law, 

including the assignment. Students will be allowed to write a follow-up memo or letter of 

advice. It covers the language of commercial law and trade and commerce laws.  

  

To-Do List 

 

Complete Unit Five and Six, please do the following: 

 

Class: Attend class and participate in the activities.  

Discuss: Join your classmates in a group discussion on how effectively the law has 

responded to copyright concerns in the Internet age. 

Discuss: Join your classmates in a Group Discussion on the topic of:  

Where best to incorporate it? 

Assignment #1: Draft a letter of advice regarding where to incorporate. 

Assignment #2: A letter of application (for students applying for jobs in English). 

 

Real Property Law and Litigation and Arbitration  

Week 10 
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Real property law. Property law governs the right of use, control, and disposition that a 

person may have over personal property and real property. This week will focus on 

fundamental property law, the body of law associated with the obligations, use and rights 

of land ownership or whatever grows on it or is built on it). 

 

Litigation and arbitration. A dispute is a disagreement or argument about something 

important. There are all kinds of legal disputes. Some are resolved out of court, some go 

to trial, and some are resolved through alternative dispute resolution, such as mediation 

or arbitration. This week's class focuses on litigation and arbitration, two of the most 

common forms of resolving legal disputes. 

 

To-Do List 

 

Complete Unit Seven and Eight, please do the following: 

 

Class: Attend the live classes and complete the tasks outlined during the course. 

Write A response to a letter before action. 

 

International and Comparative Law 

Week 11 

International law. This module covers the language of international law and critical 

aspects of public and private international law. It follows on from our earlier work in 

transnational commercial law. 

International law. This module covers the language of transnational commercial law, 

which governs trade and commerce in international contexts.  

  

To-Do List 
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To complete Unit Nine and Ten, please do the following: 

 

Class: Attend the live classes and complete the tasks outlined during the course. The class 

will focus on practical commercial law tasks, extensive listening & speaking practice, and 

an in-depth assignment in the area. 

 

Questions and Answers for the Examination 

Week 12 

Written exam 

The professor will provide the instructions and link to complete the written exam via the 

Aula Virtual Platform. 

 


